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“We have seen how money is changed into capital; how through capital surplus-value is made, 
and from surplus-value more capital. But the accumulation of capital pre-supposes surplus-value; 
surplus-value pre-supposes capitalistic production; capitalistic production presupposes the pre-
existence of considerable masses of capital and of labour-power in the hands of producers of 
commodities. The whole movement, therefore, seems to turn in a vicious circle, out of which we 
can only get by supposing a primitive accumulation (previous accumulation of Adam Smith) 
preceding capitalistic accumulation; an accumulation not the result of the capitalistic mode of 
production, but its starting point. This primitive accumulation plays in Political Economy about 
the same part as original sin in theology. (Das Kapital, vol. 1, part 8, Primitive accumulation)” 
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